D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in 


Design Resource 


Dholak Making - Ahmedabad 


Folk Instrument in India 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S., 
Shivangi Sharma and Vijay G. 

NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/dholak-making-ah- 
medabad 


1. Introduction 

2. Tools and Raw Materials 
3. Making Process 

4. Products 

5. Video 

6. Contact Details 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in 


Design Resource ; Introduction 

Dholak Making - Ahmedabad 

Folk Instrument in India Ahmedabad is a district and judicial capital of Gujarat state. The place is well known for its rich culture and 

by traditions practiced form ancient times. Handicrafts are also famous in Ahmedabad with their traditional and 
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C.S., contemporary styles. Handmade crafts are the essential part of the people in Ahmedabad for their daily life. The 
Shivangi Sharma and Vijay G. traditional crafts like Bandhani, Hand embroidery, Kite making, leather work, pottery, wood work, metal work and 


NID Campus, Bengaluru Dholak making are popular crafts practiced in Anmedabad. 


Dholak is one of the instruments popularly known as folk instruments in India. It is majorly played in marriages, 
festivals and other special occasions and is accompanied by many other special instruments while playing. The 
membranophone instrument is made using natural skin of buffalo which is durable for many years. The specific 
instrument is most famous in the state of Punjab. The instruments are made in different sizes and manner. 
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Artisan is attaching the membrane to the dholak Colorful metal drums made of synthetic membrane. 
with the help of the cotton rope. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


The tools and raw materials used in making Dholak are simple which are purchased from local markets. Buffalo 
skins are used as leather sheets which help to produce the sound. Wood and leather sheets are purchased from 
Delhi. Good quality wood is used to mould Dholak. 

¢ Scissors: These are used to cut the leather in the required size of the bamboo rings. 

¢ Bamboo Stick: It helps to tie the leather sheets. 

¢ Pointed Chisel: Pointed Chisel used to pierce hole in the leather sheet. 

¢ Metal Rings: Metal Rings are tied to the dholak with the room, which helps to tighten the rope when needed. 
° Keys: Silver keys are used to tune the music. 


¢ Hand Filers: These help to smoothen the edges and tune for sound. 


¢ Ropes: Ropes are used to tie the leather sheets for tuning the music. 


¢ Mixture of Shitharea (harika): Stone powder and Maida starch is mixed with engine oil, which is applied on the 
membrane to produce the sound from the instrument. 


~~ — Pence : seam, 
Metal rings attached to the dholak for tuning process. 
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Varieties of tools used to make the 
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Mango tree wood is used to make the body of the 
a cotton rope. dholak. 
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Mixture of shitharea (harika) stone powder and Maida 
starch. 


Engine oil. 
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Buffalo skin is used as leather sheets to make the 
membrane. 


Bamboo rings are used to curl the leather sheet on it. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - ww 


Design Resource 


Dholak Making - Ahmedabad 


Folk Instrument in India 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S., 
Shivangi Sharma and Vijay G. 

NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/dholak-making-ah- 
medabad/making-process 


1. Introduction 

2. Tools and Raw Materials 
3. Making Process 

4. Products 

5. Video 

6. Contact Details 


Making Process 


The instrument is of barrel shape with simple designs of two sided flat surfaces, of which the bigger diameter 
is chatti and smaller is called as base. The chatti side of the Dholak is mostly played for the male voices and the 
base side for the female voices. 


First the mango tree wood is cut into barrel shape and seasoned for 2 months to make the Dholak. These sea- 
soned barrel shaped wood is transported to different places to convert them into Dholak instrument. Artisans in 
Ahmedabad purchase these wood barrels from Delhi. The sides of the Dholak are covered with leather sheet cap 
which is known as membrane. The sheets are made from buffalo skin, which is attached to the Dholak to produce 
sound. The outer surface of the wood barrel is smoothened and polished. The leather sheet is cut into circular 
shapes as per required sizes (Small and big diameter) and soaked in water for half an hour before it is attached to 
the bamboo ring. Thin strips of bamboos are cut and converted into bamboo rings. Bamboo ring is placed on the 
soaked leather sheet and the sides of the leather is curled in the bamboo ring. Mixture of shitharea (harika) stone 
powder and Maida starch is mixed with engine oil and applied at the center of the leather sheets and soaked in 
water. This mixture is applied to get the required sound from the instrument. 


Metal rings are arranged on the membrane to park the places from where the rope is inserted. Once the mark- 
ing is made, hole is made in the respected place using a pointed chisel. A Cotton rope of about 5 to 6 meters is 
passed through the holes and tied with the metal ring in zig zag manner from chatti to the base. After tying the 
rope is pulled and tightened to stretch the membrane. The finished article is tested by the artisan and sold in the 
market. 


The artisan prepares 15 to 20 Dholak in one day. The instruments are prepared by skillful and experienced arti- 
sans of Ahmedabad. In Ahmedabad Dholak and other types of drums, musical instruments are made in the area 
of Dharyipur Agarwal bazzar. 


Measurements are marked on the leather sheet using color pencil. 
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Metal rings are arranged on the membrane to draw Holes are pierced/made at the marked place with the 
the markings. help of a pointed chisel. 
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The mixture is dipped in engine oil. The prepared mixture is applied at the center of the 
membrane. 
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Bamboo ring is placed on the soaked leather sheet. Bamboo ring is placed on the soaked leather sheet and 
the sides of the leather is curled in the bamboo ring. 
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After tying the rope is pulled a tightened to sthateh The finished product. 
the membrane. 
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Folk Instrument in India Dholak is two side headed drum which is produced with traditional ring system to adjust the tune while playing. 
by Dholak is popularly known as folk instrument in India. It comes in many sizes and varieties. The size and quality 
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C.S., of dholak depends on whether it used by kids or adults, a beginner or an experienced player. There are dholaks 
Shivangi Sharma and Vijay G. which are especially made for public performances. The instrument is played by when it is struck by hands on 


both sides. The instruments are produced with beautiful sound quality when it is played in many of the Indian 
marriages. Dholak is also used in rituals and many other special occasions. The main attraction while playing the 
instruments will be the person playing and singing. The cost of one Dholak is Rs.900/-. The products have huge 
demand during Ganesh chaturti, Durga pooja and marriages. 
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Type and sizes of dholak depends on the performer Small size of Dholak made for show piece. 
who plays it. 
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Finished product of Dholak. Dholak made of Metal sheet with membrane made of 
synthetic sheet. 
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Drums painted with vibrant colors are kept to dry. Dholak made of metal body attached with metal bolts 
instead cotton rope. 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C. S. 
Shivangi Sharma and Vijay G. at NID Campus, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with 
¢ Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


